&2 BY BETH MORIN
amy lesser

har gig: She's a grassroots lobbyist for the Canter
{or Environmental Citizenship (CEC). It's her job to
get teans and 20-somethings involvad in emviron-
mendal issues. (Hers is differant from the job of
a diract lobbyist, who trias to get politicians to
support 1he issues her organization cares about.)
how she got started: “In my high school vear-
biook Derale that my goal was to make a differance.
I maant it. Senior year, |was voted ‘senator for
aday,’ and | proposaed a bill to keep tax monay
from being taken from the town's schools, After
rmanihs of talking to wownespeople, it won by 1 par-
cant of the vote! Then, as o grad student ag the
Unlweraitg of Wisconsin, | saw an ad for an Internat
dirgezbor at the CEC, | graduated—and got the job.”
dally grimd: “First, | akim through my 150 listsarss
[daily omanils that keep me wp-to-diste on emiron-
rmental neswa). As editor of CarthiMat Mews [the CEC
nesaslebter ], Daeriter Intermaet mewoes Briets that tell
teans about environmental issuas. Il also call con-
gressional aides on Capitol Hill to see if legisla-
tion is coming up for a vote, lika a bill to restore
the Florida Everglades. 1T so, Pl put that in the
newslettar and urge our subscribers to fight for
the cause by writing 1o their congresspeople ”
the secrat of her success: *Victonies are hard-
wean. You've got 1o be the kind of parson who can
Bounca back and spur on the troops after defeat.”

fast facts \

Want ta learn the ropes? The Close Up Foun-
datian {www.closeup.org) oflers week-long
study programs through Close Up Washington,
which brings high school stedents from areund
the country to Washingion, 0.C. Teens gat to
talk to lobbyists and attend saminars with con-
gresspacple, For details, go to their Waeb site.
SALARY SCOOP

Grassroots lobbyists can sarn anywheres from
20,000 to F80,000 a year, A law degres or
cEprriEnoe as o congressional aide can add

a fow zoros to your paycheck too.
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grassroots lobbyi

your career road map

find your cause. join a political campaign.

grab an internship.

take the right courses.

take action,

CosmolEILL ks 2{01

OEMIPLLE LEVITT; STRLET; JUSITH BELL FOE T.HE. ASTIST AGEMDY, HEA AND WAKEP: LOF CELEDDMILFIAT HE SATEST AGERLY. TRESS I JALDN



